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Substantially all of the funds from guaran-

teed debt, plus required equity, must be used
to make investments in ‘‘qualified low-income
investments’’—that is, in equity investments in
or loans to ‘‘qualified active businesses’’ lo-
cated in ‘‘low-income communities’’

A ‘‘qualified active business’’ is a business
or trade, of which at least 50% of gross in-
come must come from activities in ‘‘low-in-
come communities,’’ of which a substantial
portion of any tangible property must be in
low-income communities, and of which a sub-
stantial portion of employee services must be
performed in low-income communities’’

Low-income communities are census tracts
with either poverty rates of at least 20%, or
with median family income that does not ex-
ceed 80% of the greater of the metropolitan
area median family or the statewide median
family income.

At a time when Congress seems eager to
enact tax breaks and loan guarantees for a
broad range of industries, it is not too to ask
for limited resources targeted to corporations
which invest in distressed communities and
low-income individuals. I urge the House to
hold hearings on this legislation, and to move
towards its enactment.
f

FOREIGN TRUCK SAFETY ACT

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight in
opposition to NAFTA’s provisions to expand
Mexican trucking privileges into the United
States, and to introduce the Foreign Truck
Safety Act, legislation that will mandate in-
spection of all foreign trucks at our southern
border.

When we debated NAFTA in 1993, sup-
porters claimed that NAFTA would not harm
workers here or in Mexico, and would not
harm the environment. Unfortunately, they
were wrong. This treaty has sent thousand of
good American jobs south of the border. It has
also subjected that border to increased pollu-
tion of the air, water and land.

These are the most prominent promises
broken by NAFTA. But we are about to add to
the list. This Administration, under terms of
NAFTA, is considering opening up all of Amer-
ica to Mexican trucks as of January 1, 2000.

What will the entrance of Mexican trucks
mean for America? It will generate more pollu-
tion and increase the loss of good paying jobs.
Most seriously, it will threaten the lives of
qualified American drivers who will be forced
to share the road with unqualified foreign driv-
ers, who, as evidence proves, are driving un-
safe, pollution-belching trucks.

U.S. inspectors, some operating just during
the weekday hours of 9:00 am to 5:00 pm,
have found that almost 50% of inspected
Mexican trucks have been ordered to undergo
immediate service for safety problems. This is
based on the results of the few inspections of
foreign trucks already allowed to enter a com-
mercial zone in the U.S. In reality, hordes of
uninspected foreign trucks cross various bor-
der points after 5 pm, before 9 am, and on the
weekends. Accordingly, the Department of
Transportation’s Inspector General has al-
ready concluded that the DOT does not have

a consistent enforcement program to provide
reasonable assurance of the safety of trucks
entering the United States. How could this Ad-
ministration suggest expanding border-trucking
privileges when we cannot regulate the current
privileges we offer?

Unsafe trucks are not only appearing in the
four border-states. But as the map here
shows, reports of dangerous trucks have
come from at least 24 additional states. From
Washington to Illinois to New York, the entire
country is at risk. That is why I am introducing
the Foreign Truck Safety Act, because it will
require mandatory safety inspections on all
trucks crossing into the U.S. from Mexico. As
of January 2, 2000, the Foreign Truck Safety
Act will authorize the border states to impose
and collect fees on trucks to cover the cost of
these inspections. By requiring all trucks to
pass inspections before entering the United
States, we can help to limit the risks these un-
safe trucks pose to our citizens. This country
entered into NAFTA in order to better the lives
of our citizens. Without this legislation, we will
simply put our citizens in more jeopardy.

I think people are more important than prof-
it, and I am concerned about the thousands of
unsafe Mexican trucks rumbling down our
highways and byways. Average Americans are
already fearful about driving next to large, safe
U.S. trucks that pass inspections; imagine
their fear when unsafe Mexican trucks hit our
streets, roads, and superhighways.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to stand up for Amer-
icans. Therefore, I urge all of my colleagues to
work with me to pass the Foreign Truck Safety
Act so that Americans will never be afraid to
drive down Main Street, U.S.A.
f

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
WINS SMITHSONIAN AWARD

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the
accomplishment of the National Weather Serv-
ice, part of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA), in receiving a
Computerworld Smithsonian Award for out-
standing work in new information technology
systems. The Weather Service’s Advanced
Weather Interactive Processing System
(AWIPS) recently received the award, which
honors the use of information technology to
create positive social and economic change.
AWIPS was the only federal award winner:
Most of the other nine categories were won by
some of our nation’s premier corporations.

The new AWIPS system, which is now in
National Weather Service field offices through-
out the country, has already paid big divi-
dends, most recently in saving lives during the
devastating tornado outbreak of May 3–4 of
this year, which swept through portions of 5
states.

AWIPS technology gives Weather Service
forecasters access to satellite imagery, Dopp-
ler radar data, automated weather observa-
tions and computer-generated numerical fore-
casts, all in one computer workstation. On
May 3–4, more than 70 tornadoes were
pounding the U.S. between Texas and South
Dakota, with particularly severe damage in

Oklahoma. The AWIPS system in the Weather
Service Office in Oklahoma City enabled fore-
casters to simultaneously track and issue
warnings for dozens of tornadoes that were
tracking through the area. A highly informed
public, and good cooperation with the media
and with state and local officials in the area,
reduced greatly the numbers of deaths that
might have occurred in this still-tragic event.

The AWIPS system will continue to yield
new and improved warning and forecast serv-
ices to enhance safety and improve people’s
lives. The modern National Weather Service is
a good investment of tax dollars and will be an
engine of economic gain in many weather-
sensitive business sectors. For an investment
that costs each American about $4 per year,
today’s Weather Service issues more than
734,000 weather forecasts and 850,000 river
and flood forecasts, in addition to roughly
45,000 potentially life-saving severe weather
warnings annually. Statistics show overall im-
provements in forecast accuracy and in timeli-
ness of severe weather and flood warnings.
Skilled NOAA professionals, working with
AWIPS and other technologies such as Dopp-
ler radar, surface observation systems and
weather satellites, make this possible.

Mr. Speaker, as Ranking Member of the
Science Subcommittee on Energy and Envi-
ronment, which oversees NOAA programs, I
am pleased to share with my colleagues the
news of this award celebrating one of the
many accomplishments of the National Weath-
er Service.
f

CELEBRATING A CAREER OF
ACCOMPLISHMENT

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, when a fine and
upstanding man such as Mr. William R.
Wittbrodt of Mildland, MI decides to retire after
a long and distinguished career, then we must
send our congratulations to his family and our
commiserations to his employer. So I join with
all of his colleagues in saying that ‘‘Bill’’
Wittbrodt’s dedication to the work of the
United States Steelworkers of America will be-
come that of legend, as has his dedication to
his wonderful family. We can only surmise that
the value of his efforts will continue to appre-
ciate during his retirement.

Mr. Wittbrodt began his contributions to so-
ciety with service in our Armed Forces, with
his enlistment in the Air Force in 1947, where
he served four years, including his service in
Korea. Mr. Wittbrodt returned to his native
Midland afterwards, and upon joining Dow
Chemical, became a member of Local 12075,
District 50, United Mine Workers. Thus, his
long devotion and service on behalf of Local
12075 was begun.

Without Mr. Wittbrodt’s meticulous steward-
ship and great dedication to Local 12075, the
local union would not have been so successful
and so committed to the rights of fellow mem-
bers. Mr. Wittbrodt’s leadership was evidenced
early; in 1954 he became the Elected Shop
Steward, 5 years later he was elected full-time
Chief Steward, and in 1965 he was elected to
the Local Union 12075 Bargaining Committee.
In 1969 he achieved a well-deserved pinnacle
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of his commitment: the Presidency of Local
12075.

Mr. Wittbrodt’s success as President was so
evident that he was elected to four consecu-
tive terms, and, while President, shepherded
Local 12075’s merging with the United Steel-
workers of America in August 1972. In unpar-
alleled support, Mr. Wittbrodt became Staff
Representative to the United Steelworkers of
America, and finally, this caring and devoted
man became Sub-District Director, District 29
of the United Steelworkers of America in 1983.

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken at length of Mr.
Wittbrodt’s great contributions to the people of
Michigan. But of equal importance is his great
devotion to his wife of thirty-five years, Leona,
and his grandchildren Merrit, Chad, Denise,
Adam, Tyler and Jason, as well as his beloved
great-grandchildren Jay Richard, Haley Marie
and Lauren. It can be no understatement that
Mr. Wittbrodt will be sorely missed by the peo-
ple of Michigan he served in his distinguished
career, and I join with them in expressing my
deep and abiding appreciation to Mr. Wittbrodt
in this first year of his retirement.

As Bill Wittbrodt enters retirement, I urge
you, Mr. Speaker, and all of our colleagues to
join me in congratulating him for his distin-
guished career, and in wishing him and his
wonderful family many happy years to come.
f

WEST COAST LABOR AGREEMENT

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to
the attention of my colleagues a highly signifi-
cant but largely unnoticed development—the
recently agreed-upon labor pact affecting West
Coast dock workers and clerks. At 5 p.m. on
July 1st, with a news blackout in effect, the
West Coast longshore contract expired. From
early May until mid-July, officials of the Pacific
Maritime Association representing roughly 100
companies on the West Coast, and represent-
atives of the International Longshore and
Warehouse Union (ILWU) met to try to ham-
mer out a new agreement. After several days
of complex, difficult negotiations—frequently
lasting through the night—the two sides
reached agreement several days ago. Last
week, more than 99 percent of the delegates
to the ILWU caucus recommended approval of
the new three-year pact. It is expected that
before the end of August this agreement will
be fully ratified and that West Coast ports will
enjoy 3 years of stability.

Besides raising wage and pension benefits
the new agreement, among other things, calls
for companies and union members to form a
committee to discuss the introduction of new
technology on the waterfront, or improve the
use of current technology, to enhance produc-
tivity. This would seem to be crucial for all
concerned. Canadian and Mexican ports and
companies are rapidly moving forward trying
to outcompete the United States for an in-
creasing share of trade with Asia. It is in the
interest of neither management nor labor to let
this happen.

In a recent article in the Los Angeles Times,
Professor Stephen Cohen, Co-Director of the
Berkeley Roundtable on International Econ-
omy, and John Wilson, the former Chief Econ-

omist at the Bank of America and now a Sen-
ior Fellow at the Roundtable, noted that in the
pat twenty years waterborne trade through
West Coast ports has grown from $61 billion
to an estimated $285 billion for this year. This
is double the rate of increase in total US trade
growth and this West Coast waterborne trade
is clearly critical to America’s continuing eco-
nomic prosperity. Further, that trade, accord-
ing to Cohen and Wilson, now constitutes
more than 60 percent of the gross state prod-
uct of my state of Washington and more than
35 percent of California’s GSP.

If PMA and the ILWU had not reached
agreement and there had been a West Coast
dock strike or lockout, the dislocations would
have been felt even more strongly in Asia than
here. As Cohen and Wilson have noted: Asian
exports arriving by ship at West Coast ports
are expected to exceed $200 billion this year.
This is the principal source of the vital foreign
exchange net earnings needed to sustain the
currency values, to service large foreign debts
and to import the components and machinery
required for growth and development of the
stricken Asian economies. A significant disrup-
tion of West Coast ports would hamper recov-
ery. It might also affect financial markets.

Mr. President, my constituents in Wash-
ington State and all Americans have a stake
in this pact and in assuring that US-Asian
trade continues to grow in coming years. None
of us should lose sight of this reality. I am
submitting for the RECORD a copy of the
Cohen-Wilson article and a related article by
Dan Weikel of The Los Angeles Times.

[Los Angeles Times, Wed., July 14, 1999]
METRO—PORT STRIKE WOULD HURT U.S.,

ASIA

(By Stephen S. Cohen and John O. Wilson)
Despite six weeks of negotiations, the

International Longshore and Warehouse
Union and the Pacific Maritime Assoc.,
which represents almost 100 West Coast ship-
ping lines, have failed to reach an agreement
for a new contract for the West Coast. Since
the prior contract expired on July 1, many
union work actions have affected port oper-
ations up and down the coast. A full-fledged
strike would put the U.S. and many other
economies at great risk.

In the last few weeks, crane drivers walked
off the job for two days in Oakland, effec-
tively shutting down one of the nation’s
busiest ports. Work slowdown also have im-
pacted the flow of goods through the behe-
moth ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.
Ports in the Pacific Northwest are experi-
encing slowdowns as well.

A West Coast port shutdown could trigger
a reaction in international financial mar-
kets, with the biggest risk being a worsening
of the Asian financial and economic crisis.
There would also be a major national eco-
nomic impact, a 20-day strike at ports in
California, Oregon and Washington, for ex-
ample, could cost this country close to $40
billion and 200,000 jobs. The impact of such a
shutdown would increase daily across the
country and even could trigger a sudden
spike in American consumer prices.

What makes a West Coast dock shutdown a
potential detonator of a national and inter-
national financial and economic crisis? The
size and magnitude of the trade flowing
through the ports, the dependency of this
North American gateway on Asian econo-
mies and the relative inflexibility to divert
cargo to other ports.

Since 1980, waterborne trade through West
Coast ports has increased from $61 billion to
an estimated $285 billion this year. That is

double the rate of increase in total U.S.
trade growth.

This growth in trade activity is directly
related to the increasing import-export ac-
tivity with Asia. West Coast ports are now
dominated by trade with Asia, which ac-
counts for about three-quarters of all port
activity (sea and air) in California and about
60% in Washington state. International trade
accounts for about 19% of the U.S. gross do-
mestic product and more than one-third of
California’s gross state product.

But the real dependency is one the other
side of the Pacific. Asian exports arriving by
ship at West Coast ports are expected to ex-
ceed $200 billion this year. This is the prin-
cipal source of the vital foreign exchange net
earnings needed to sustain the currency val-
ues, to service large foreign debts and to im-
port the components and machinery required
for growth and development of the stricken
Asian economies. A significant disruption of
West Coast ports would hamper recovery. It
might also affect financial markets.

The ability to shift significant volumes of
Asian trade to East Coast or Gulf of Mexico
ports in the event of a West Count shutdown
is now extremely limited because container
facilities—ships, ports and infrastructure—
are too specialized. The West Coast ports
have made about 70% of all port investment
in the 48 contiguous states for the past five
years. As a result, high volume shipping is a
powerful, integrated and, alas, inflexible sys-
tem. Almost all the containers destined for
the Central and Mountain states now pass
through West Coast ports. So do nearly half
of containers destined for the North Atlantic
states.

But because of the specialization, the U.S.
does not have the luxury of simply diverting
Asian cargo to East Coast ports. Shipping is
no longer a collection of roving ships dock-
ing here and there.

For all these reasons, the risk of a port
strike is simply too great for the U.S. and
world economies. The current act of manage-
ment-union negotiations warrants a watch-
ful eye from the White House and Treasury
as well as the Department of Labor. If need
be, both sides should be locked up at Camp
David to finish the talks. But, in no case,
should the ports be allowed to shut down.

Beach. ‘‘There have been long truck lines,
and we’ve been getting calls from worried
manufactures. We should be able to clear,
things up pretty quickly.’’

Both sides declined to discuss what agree-
ments, if any, were reached on several im-
portant contract issues; increasing the pro-
ductivity of longshore workers, the number
and type of jobs under union control, and the
use of new labor-saving technology on the
docks.

Negotiators said the terms of the contract
will not be released until after the agree-
ment is ratified in the weeks ahead by union
members and the executive board of the mar-
itime association.

‘‘We are pleased to have reached an agree-
ment that provides ILWU members with a
package that rewards them for the hard
work they put forward every day,’’ said
James Spinosa, the union’s vice president
and chief negotiator.

West Coast longshore workers now earn
about $80,000 to $100,000 a year, depending on
their skills and rank. Wages can go higher
for heavy equipment operators, dock bosses
and marine clerks who truck cargo.

Association officials headed into the nego-
tiations saying the talks were critical for
improving the reliability and productivity of
the waterfront labor force.

They also said they hoped to engage in
substantive discussions about the use of
technology on the docks and ways to avoid
repeating the score of costly work stoppages
that followed the 1998 labor contract.
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